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Webbs, Shaw, and others of that circle, and invol-
ved marginally in the councils of the British Labour
Party. He was in other words ahead of his time,
but perhaps most of all in his assessment of colonia-
lism, about which he writes directly in Growing^
covering the years from 1904 to 1911 which he spent
in Ceylon. He did not approach this experience
with any even half-formed critical attitudes, and
indeed had sought a career in the civil service as
so many of his peers did, What he found in the
colonial civil service repelled him, and as he points
out he felt more empathy with his supposed Ceylo-
nese subjects than with his colonial peers.
Village in the Jungle is set in the extreme south-
eastern part of Ceylon, in the district where Woolf
served for three years as Assistant Government
Agent, at Hambantota. It is the story of Silindu,
a poor peasant living as a shifting cultivator in this
area, part of the so-called dry zone of Ceylon, shiel-
ded from the southwest monsoon of summer by
intervening hills. The dry zone is in fact covered
by thick scrub jungle in which successive clearings
(chenas) are made near the widely scattered villages
for the growing of a quick crop, usually only for one
year, nourished by the ash from burning off the trees
and scrub girdled earlier io the dry season. Quick-
growing weeds soon invade the chena, which is then
left to the encroaching jungle and a new plot clea-
red elsewhere. The northeast monsoon of winter,
though varying widely from year to year, brings
enough rain in good years to sustain chena crops